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to the Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter, for the Ser- 
mon by him preached before this Houſe Veſter- 
day in the Abbey-Church, Ve eftminſier ; and 
bel is hereby deſired to cauſe the ſame to be forth- 
with Printed and Pe eke ol IC | 


i » > 
— 7 - 5 oy vs * 
el 


Proy. XXIV. 21. 


My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle not with 
them that are given to Change. 


| S the Uſe of Hiſtory in general is to direct us in the Conduct of our 
Lives, and point out to us the Things we ſhould follow or avoid, 


to promote either our own Happineſs or the publick Welfare, in 

which our own is neceſſarily included; ſo the ſolemn annual Commemora- 
tions of ſome Tranſactions are in a more particular Manner uſeful to the 

ſame good Purpoſes. But of all the Facts recorded in the Engliiþ Hiſtory, 

as no one is more execrable and impious than that we are this Day aſſembled 
in the Houſe of God to expreſs our humble and ſincere Abhorrence of, ſo is 

none fuller of and uſeful Leſſons for our future Conduct, if duly and 

ſeriouſly attended to; none can more ſtrongly recommend to us the excel- 

lent Advice given in-the Text, to fear the LORD and the King, and not to 

meddle\with them that are given to Change. Had our Forefathers followed this 

Advice, the horrid Fact we this Day lament had not been committed; nor 
can the like, ever happen again, if their Poſterity will have the Wiſdom ta 

take Warning from their Example. 

To fear the LORD, is to ſerve him, and keep his Commandments, deli- 
vered in his holy Word; and, to us Chriſtians, it means in a more eſpecial 
Manner to do the Will of God, as declared in the New Teſtament ; and, tn 
Conſequence of this, to profeſs and heartily embrace the Religion of Chriſt, 
and to be living Members of his Church; and to believe and practiſe the 
Doctrines and Duties taught by him in the Scriptures, or by his Miniſters 
-agreeably thereto. This is 10 fear the LORD, ſuitably to the Advice given 
in the Text, as we are Chriſtians. For as it is addreſſed to Jeu, it is an 
Exhortation to them to be religious Fews, to be ſincere in their Obedience 
and Worſhip of the God of Mael, as directed in the Law given to the Zeros. 
For it is in the Text, Fear the LORD, that is, 7ehovah, the God of V, 
rael, in oppoſition to the gods of the Nations, the Worſhip of which was 
the great Sin which above all others they were warned againſt. But the Lord, 
the God of the Fews, is the God whom we Cbriſtians worſhip ; and there- 
Fore theſe Words, by Parity of Reaſon, when addreſſed: to Chriſtians, muſt 
mean to obey God as is directed in the Religion inſtituted by Chriſt, that 
is, in Spirit and in Truth, and to become living Members of Chriſt's my- 
ſtical Body the Church; which we can never be, but by living in Obedi- 
ence to his Commands, 
* 8 2 B 
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Now, as to fear the LORD is to obey God, and to obey God is to ob- 
ſerve and practiſe the Religion taught us in his Word ; ſo to fear the King, is 
to obey the King, and obſerve his Commands : and that in a limited and 
legal Government 1s to obſerve the Laws, and pay the King the Obedience 
required by them: ſo that we have a certain Rule to direct us in our Obe- 
dience both to God and the King; which leaves all Men without Excuſe, who 
pretend Ignorance of their Duty to either, All Men have been taught their 
Duty to God from their Infancy, and have continually Teachers and Inſtruc- 
tors in Righteouſneſs ; and, that they may ſee what is commanded with their 
own Eyes, all have the Scriptures in their Hands. The ſame indeed can't 
be faid of the Laws of the Land; but yet the Want of ſufficient Knowledge 
was never, I believe, made a Pretence for Diſobedience in any flagrant In- 
ſtances. Beſides, that the Knowledge all have of the Duties commanded in 
the Goſpel, in great Meaſure ſupplies the Defect of their Knowledge in the 
Laws, ſo far as concerns their Duty to the King; ſince no body is ſo igno- 
rant as not to know that Obedince to the higher Powers is in a very diſtin- 
guiſhing Manner required in ſeveral Places in the New: Teſtament. They 
therefore that ſin in not obeying God and the King, ſin againſt Knowledge, 
and fo far are without Excuſe, 

Thus much may ſuffice to ſhew what is meant by fearing God and the King; 
it is to be true to the holy Religion we profeſs, and to be good Subjects to * 
Government we live under, and pay the legal Obedience due to it. And the 
beſt Way to ſecure our Fidelity and Conſtancy in both theſe Duties, is not to 
meddle with them that are given to change; to change, with reſpect either to 
God or the King, with reſpect to their Religion or the Government. Theſe 
we are exhorted not to meddle with, not to mix or familiarly converſe with, 
leſt we be ſeduced by them from either of thoſe Duties, either into Idolatry or 
Enthuſiaſm, Infidelity or Atheiſm, in Oppoſition to God's written Word. 
or into Faction and Sedition, into Diſloyalty or Rebellion againſt the Laws of 
the Land, and the Word of God both. . 

One of the beſt Preſervatives in — againſt Vices of all kinds, is careful- 
ly to avoid bad Company, there being a ſtrange Contagion in ill Example, 
and a ſpecious and tempting Outſide in every Vice, which flatters our Senſes, 
and is but too agreeable to one or other of our Paſſions : So that ill Company, 
when they apply to our ſenſual Appetites and Paſſions, perſuade almoſt as ſoon 
as heard. Every Vice has its Party, who make it their Buſineſs to ſeduce young 
People, by dreſſing it up in the moſt ſpecious and attracting Colours, and re- 
ning its oppoſite Virtue to the greateſt Diſadvantage, and under all poſ- 
fible Diſcouragements. Vice, in their Account of it, is ſociable and good- na- 
tured, *tis Manlineſs and good Breeding, tis Pleaſure and true Liberty. And 
young Minds he ſo open to theſe Temptations, that they become an eaſy Prey, 
and greedily run into the Snares laid for them. Nothing but dear-bought Ex- 
perience will convince them, that all Repreſentations in Favour of Vice are 
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meer Deluſion 3 that the Pleaſures they were flattered with, were falſe Plea- 
ſures, ſweet indeed to the Mouth, but all Bitterneſs within; a that no two 
Things are at a wider Diſtance, than Liberty and Vice. Then they find, that 
the virtuous Man is the only happy Man, that to be a Servant to Righte- 
ouſneſs is the moſt perfect Freedom, and that thoſe who ſeduced them from 
their Virtue while they promiſed them Liberty, were themſelves the Slaves of 
Sin, the Servants of Corruption. 

But as every other Vice has its Advocates, to ſeduce unſtable Minds, in which 
they are but too ſucceſsful, thro* the Agreeableneſs of ſomething there is in 
Vice to our corrupt Paſſions, and the Severity and Selfdenial there ſeems to be 
in the firſt Practice of moſt Virtues ; ſo it is with Oppoſitions to Religion and 
Government, They in all Times have their Parties, and are zealouſly eſpou- 
ſed, and induſtriouſly propagated, and among young People never want Pro- 
ſelytes, There are in every Nation, and at all Junctures, Men given to 
change, not only from Motives of Avarice or Ambition, from Diſappoint- 
ment or Revenge, or to mend a bad Fortune; but from Vanity and Self. 
conceit, from a Levity and Fickleneſs of Temper, from a ſcheming Head, 
and a Love of innovating in Religion and Government for Innovating- ſake; 
for ſome Men are againſt every thing that is uppermoſt, and ſeem to diſlike 
what is eſtabliſhed, merely becauſe it is ſo. Such Men are ever buſy in ma- 
king Converts, and as their own Heads are turned, ſo they eafily turn the 
oung Heads that liſten to them, by the plauſible and —— Things they 
fas to offer, which can never be wanting in Things of ſo complicated a Na- 
ture as Religion and Government. For what Religion, I mean what Eſta- 
bliſhment of Religion, what Church in any Country is ſo perfect, as not to 
leave room for finding fault? What Forms of Worſhip ſo complete and un- 
exceptionable, what Diſcipline ſo well framed or ſo well executed, what Sy- 
ſtem of Faith and Doctrines ſo wiſely drawn up, where is there a national 
Clergy ſo well qualified by Virtue and Learning for their Buſineſs, ſo pious, 
ſo prudent, ſo diligent in the Diſcharge of their Offices, as to leave no Place 
for Exceptions, tor Objections, for Scruples, for Cenſure, for Reproach ? 
Men given to change cannot only find Faults where there are any, but where there 
are none; they will aggravate the ſmalleſt Failures, and magnify very little 
Defects or Imperfections into eſſential and capital Offences, Much leſs can 
we Candor and Fairneſs, Equity or Charity from ſuch Men, or that 
they ſhould. connive at any real Faults or Imperfections; which yet in the 
Nature of Things it is abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould, unleſs, Men would be 
. eternally out of Humour. For nothing can be contrived fo perfect, that 

it will not carry in it the Marks of human Frailty. But if our Conſtitution 
with reſpect to Religion, were in all Parts ſo well formed, as to have nothin 
in it that could fairly be excepted to, that will not ſatisfy theſe Men ; tis 
Objection enough againſt the Religion of their Country, either that they can 
fancy ſomething more perfect, or that it does not leave them enough at Li- 
berty:; and that is a ſufficient Reaſon for them to endeavour the Extirpation 


of it. 
Men, 
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Men, who have in them a Tincture of Enthuſiaſm, are very apt to be 


ſeduced with. Pretences to a more perfect Way of Worſhip ; and when once 
ſeduced, are always reſtleſs and impatient ; they will run any Lengths to 
carry their Point, to advance what they are ſo paſſionately fond of: Tis, 
they think, the Cauſe of God, which allows no Delays, admits of no Re- 
ſtraints 3 Times and Places, and Perſons and Things, muſt all give Way to 
what the Enthuſiaſt calls the Work of God, and thinks to be the Dic- 
tate of his Spirit. Thus, to ſerve God, they trample upon all the Laws 
both of God and Man, which are- but a dead Letter when they ſtand in 
their Way, and were not intended, they think, to be a Rule to the Saints. 
*Tis very ſurprizing, as well as afflicting, to ſee, what a Frenzy of Enthu- 
fiaſm poor ignorant Men have been work*d up to by ſpecious Pretences to 
a purer Religion, or a more exalted Devotion, and thro? a blind Zeal to 
advance what they call the Kingdom of Chriſt, And what makes this more 
afflicting is, that they are work*d up to this Madneſs by Men who don't be- 
heve themſelves a Word of what they ſay, by Men who are themſelves the 
vileſt Hypocrites, void of all true Virtue and Religion. | | 
When ſuch Men can't ruin the Eſtabliſhed Religion this Way, then they 
ſet up for zealous Aſſerters of the Rights of Subjects in Religious Matters, 
and declare loudly for an abſolute. Exemption from all Authority whatever, 
as an Invaſion of their Liberty; fault is found firſt with the Teachers of 
Religion, then with what is taught; the Law of Nature is cry*d up in 
Oppoſition to the Chriſtian Revelation, and all Reſtraint upon Licentiouſneſs 
is Prieſt-Craft, And there is ſomething ſo ſpecious in Liberty, particularly 
in what relates to Faith and Conſcience, that Deluſions of this Kind eaſily 
paſs upon the Multitude, eſpecially upon the raw and unexperienced Part of 
them. By the plauſible Pretences and artful Inſinuations of ſuch Men, great 
Numbers are made Enemies firſt to the Eſtabliſhed Religion, and, from a 
Diſaffection to that, are by Degrees brought to a diſlike of all Religion, and 
in the End become meer Infidels. | | 
So dangerous is it to mix with Men given 10 Change, with regard to Religion; 
and what makes the Evils of this kind greater, Men who are of a reſtleſs, tur- 
bulent, factious Temper with reſpect to Government, are always ready to 
Join in their Complaints againſt the Religion Eſtabliſhed, and in their En- 


deayours to ſeduce Men from it. The Eſtabliſhed Religion and the Eſtabliſhed 


Government are in their Conſtitution and Intereſts fo interwoven and linked 
together, that they who would ſubvert the Government, have no ſurer Way 
to compaſs their wicked Ends, than by endeavouring to ruin the Church 
firſt, The greateſt Strength of the Government ever did and ever will lye 
in the Fidelity and Affection of the Members ot the Eſtabliſhed Church: As 


the Government knows this to be true, fo do its Enemies, who therefore are 


as ready by all Artifices and Attempts to weaken it, as our Governors can be 
to favour and protect it. | | 
Which 


| 
| 
| 
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Which leads me to conſider the Oppoſition of Men given to Change, with 
reſpe& to Government, and the Miſchief of the Poiſon they infuſe where 
they are hearkened to. There is no Queſtion on which Men can argue more 

lauſibly on any Side, than this of Government ; a great deal may be faid 
Ne and againſt every Form that the Wit of Man has or can invent, as all 
know who are at all converſant in this Subject. But beſides the Differences 
in the ſeveral Forms, whether ſimple or mixt, conſidered abſtractedly and in 
Theory, one Form of Government is more proper than another for this or 
that Nation; and in this Queſtion many Things muſt be conſidered, the 
Genius of the People, the Extent of their Dominion, the Situation and Diſ- 
poſitions of the ſeveral Nations bordering upon them. This makes it a very 
complicated Queſtion, and exceeding difficult many Times to form a true 
Judgment, what Species of Government, all Things conſider'd, is certainly 
the beſt for a People, if they had it in their Choice : And the Men who are 
iven to Change, can never want Arguments for diſliking that they live un- 
D and giving the Preference to ſome other, tho' they are morally ſure it 
can't take Place without throwing Things into great Confuſion; for that 
Changes of Government are almoit e nag attended with; ſo that wiſe 
and good Men would rather acquieſce in any Form, than attempt a Change 
at ſo great Hazard, for one that would be better; but what would certainly 
be ſo, that, as I have obſerved, is often hard to fay. dhe 

But if every Form of Government were in itſelf equally good, or it were 
allowed that no one is better, for us at leaſt, than that we find ourſelves un- 
der, (which I think can never be diſproved, ) yet Men given to-Change can 
always find Matter for Complaints, and to repreſent it in a difadvantageous 
Light. For ſince every Form is imperfect, and has its Inconveniences, ſuch 
Mea will conſider it on that Side only, while the Advantages of ſome other 
Form ſhall be tly magnified, and its Imperfections denied or ſtudiouſſy 
concealed. pr. tix Men will hearken to ſuch Seducers, many will be 
captivated, from an 2 to compare Things of ſo intricate a Nature 
impartially together, which they are not knowing enough to do, and oſten 
times not willing enough. For they feel the Inconveniences of the Govern- 
ment they are under; their Senſes tell them that, and their Reaſon is not a 
Balance for their Senſes; they are not able to ſee how much they are impoſed 
on, the Form recommended to them being in Theory all Perfection. But 
all Men of Senſe know the Difference there is between Theory and Practice; 
Experience tells them, that many Things which made a fine Appearance 
while in Speculation only, and as yet untried, prove quite other Things when 
reduced to Practice, and an Experiment is made of them; then they are 
ſometimes found to be chimerical and impracticable, and always attended 
with Difficultzes and Imperfections which were not foreſeen. 5 
But beſides the Imperfections that neceſſarily attend all Forms of Govern- 
ment, and which are felt by thoſe only who are the Subjects of them, all 
Governments are found to be imperfect more or leſs, from the Imperfections 

| | — | ot 
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of thoſe by whom they are adminiſtred, and the many Difficulties all Ad- 
miniſtrations are attended with; fo that there hardly ever was a Time when 
Men diſpoſed to find Fault, could not furniſh out a Catalogue of Grievances. 
Men of this Complexion have ſhewn themſelves fo dextrous, that they can 
at any time take either Side of any Queſtion, from which they are never re- 
ſtrained by any Regard to Modeſty or Truth, and harangue plauſibly enough 
to inflame an unthinking Multitude. We have ſeen for Years together ſo 
much of this ill Spirit, by which contrary Meaſures, fo long as they were 
oppoſite to thoſe taken by the Government, have been warmly eſpouſed and 
plauſibly recommended to the People, that I need not ſay more to explain 
the Artifices of Men given to Change, and to ſhew how eaſy it is to find 
Fault, and to draw the Multitude by ſpecious Arguments into a Diflike of 
any Thing. The Men of this Turn are the Peſts of all Governments, and the 
Misfortune is, that they ſwarm moſt in the beſt, in thoſe that in the Conſtitu- 
tion of them are the mildeſt, and the moſt = to the Subject; that is, 

where they can take theſe Liberties with leaſt Hazard to themſelves. | 
But if all Governments in their very Forms, and in the ordinary Adminiſtra- 
tion of them, are liable to the Inſults and Clamours of ſuch Men, and unavoid- 
ably furniſh Matter for them, what Miſchief may not be apprehended from 
them in diſtemper'd Times, when the People are * to their Hand to 
receive the worſt Impreſſions, in an Agitation and Ferment from whatever 
Cauſe, and ready to take Fire upon the firft Occaſion? Then ſerious and 

ood Men have the greateſt Reaſon to be upon their Guard, and to 

Boch themſelves and others, as far as they can, from the Contagion of Men who 
are watching for a Change, and lie in wait to decerve, and to feduce the People 
from the Obedience which both Reaſon and Religion have taught them is 

to the Higher Powers, and by the ſtrongeft Ties have bound on them: 
Since there is no knowing where to ſtop, or what Extravagancies they may 
not be gradually work'd up to, in following the Seductions of ſuch Guides, 
who will never be quiet till they have carried Things to Extremity, and 
ſubverted the Conſtitution, which at firſt perhaps they pretended to be 
zealous Friends to, and wanted only to rectify what was a Deviation from 
it, and to reſtore it to its true and original Perfection. For it may be ob- 
ſerved of theſe Men that are given to Change, with refpe&t both to Reli- 
gion and Government, that in their firſt Attemprs to make Converts they 
uſually conceal with the utmoſt Caution their true Intentzons, and pretend 
much Piety and Loyalty, great Concern for the Eſtabliſhed Religion and 
Government; and intend nothing, if you will believe them, but the true 
Service of God and the King: They find fault 2 1 Minifters in 
Church or State, oppoſe nothing but Male-Adminiſtration in them; and 


to prevent that is the beſt Service that can be done to either. Thus they be- 

in, but it is not here they mean to end; they cenſure this and that and r'other, 
and a fourth and fifth and ſixth Thing, and ſo on, till nothing at laſt is left; 
the whole Conſtitution, with reſpect both to Religion and Government, is 
a | . oe 5 | i | 
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| 3 under Pretences of amending only and reforming Abuſes crept 
Taro them. 

The Truth of this is ſadly verified in the Hiſtory of thoſe ill Times, 
which gave Occaſion to the mournful Solemnity of this Day, on which we 
are aſſembled to humble ourſelves before God for the crying Sins of our 
Fore-Fathers, which brought ſo much Diſtreſs upon this Nation, and ended 
in the moſt flagrant Crime a Nation could be guilty of; a Crime which 
can't be forgot, and which yet we can't remember, tho? at the Diſtance of ſo 
many Years, without Shame and great Confuſion. For if Murder in general, 
the Murder of a ſingle private Man, is ſo odious in the Sight of God, as 
we are ſure it is, much more deteſtable in his Sight is the Murder of Perſons 
of Publick Character; much more will he require the Blood of Kings of the 
Land where it is unjuſtly ſhed ; fince theſe are complicated Crimes, and 
their People are in ſome Sort murder'd in them. But much more odious 
ſtill muſt this Crime be in the Sight of God, when in Violation of all Laws, 
Human and Divine, it is committed under all the Forms and Solemnities of 
Publick Juftice, as a Service acceptable to God, and for the Preſervation or 
Advancement of his Honour. But ſuch was the Crime we this Day lament, 
on which not only Innocent but Royal Blood was 1 =j by the villainous Hands 
of his own Subjects, with all the ſolemn Forms of a legal Tryal, and under 


Pretence of Zeal for God, and for preſerving the Liberties and Properties of 


the People; but in truth to the Deſtruction of all their ancient and legal 
Rights, and to the high Diſhonour of the Hely One. The whole Conſtitution 
both of Church and State, of which the King was Head, was by the ſame 
fatal Blow deftroy*d with him. 
I fhalll not enter into a Hiſtory of thoſe unhappy Times, or trace out the 
ſeveral Steps of thoſe Tranſactions, which, after a long Rebellion, were at laſt 
brought to ſo infamous an End. I will not ſay there had been no Occaſions 
given on the Part of the Court for Jealouſies and Fears, or that there was 
not ſufficient Reaſon for Oppoſition in a Parliamentary Way to the then Mea- 
fures ; but I think, in Juſtice to the King, it may be truly ſaid, there was 
no Neceſſity for fomenting thoſe popular Tumults the Troubles began with, 
much leſs for having Recourſe to Arms, and involving the Nation in all the 
Calamities of a Civil War, and leaft of all for carrying Things to ſuch an 
Extremity, as to take away the King's Life ; which muſt always, and always 
will be looked on by all indifferent Perſons, by all the Nations round about 
us, as a moſt infamous and execrable Action. 
Whatever wrong Meaſures had been taken, which might endanger the 
Liberties of the Subject, (rho? what was moſt offenfive of this Kind was done 
by the Advice of his Council, with the Concurrence of all his Judges, Judges 
m general of good Character and well-efteem*d in their Profeſſion) the Kin 
not only ſhewed the greateſt Diſpoſition to give his People all poſſible Satif⸗ 
faction by the mot — Declarations, that he would govern by the known 
Laws of the Land, and maintain the juſt Rights and Privileges of Parliaments 
but gave the greateft Proof of his being fo diſpoſed, by giving the _— 
5 Aſſent 
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Aſſent to Bills of the greateſt Importance to the Crown, as faſt as they could 
be prepared for it. He gave up entirely thoſe Branches of the Prerogative, 
which were moſt liable to be made an arbitrary Uſe of ; and denied nothing 
that could be asked, not only to ſecure the Liberties and Rights of the Sub- 
ject, but to allay even the moſt unreaſonable Fears, could any thing have 
done it, leſs than giving up every Thing that belong'd to the Crown, which 
could make him a King more than in Name. In ſhort, he made ſo many 
and ſuch great Conceſſions, that nothing more could by Men in any Temper 
be thought neceſſary to remove all Jealouſies, and reſtore a good Harmony 
between him and his People; at leaſt they had no Reaſon to fear, that a 
Prince who had yielded ſuch great Points would ſtick at ſmaller Things, or 
refuſe any Thing really wanted to giveentire Satisfaction. But the Diſtempers 
of the Times were ſuch, Men's Paſſions were fo inflamed, artful and deſigning 
Men had work'd up the Fears and Jealoufies of the People to that Height, 
that nothing would ſatisfy but an Act empowering the Parliament to fit as 
long as they ſhould judge it neceſſary : And even this for Peace ſake, and to 
prevent the Miſchiefs that were but too juſtly apprehended from the Ferment 
the Nation was then in, the good King conſented to; by which, in effect, 
he unkinged himſelf, which it was then feared by his Friends would be the 
Conſequence, and thoſe Fears the Event confirmed. 
This was ſuch a Conceſſion as no King would have made, who was not 
moſt ſincerely diſpoſed to do every Thing that was reaſonable to quiet the 
publick Diſcontents, and willing to hope others, after his Example, would 
be as ſincere on their Part, and be in ſome Meaſure true to the many Pro- 
feſſions they had made of their Loyalty, and good Affection to his Perſon 
and Government. But how little Sincerity there was in thoſe Profeſſions, all 
that followed is too ſad a Proof. | 
What gives this Condeſcenſion of the King's all the Weight that can be, as 
an Argument of his Sincerity, is, that as it was in it ſelf the greateſt Proof he 
could give, ſo it was done at the Beginning of the Troubles, and before his 
Affairs can be ſaid to have put him under a Neceſſity of doing it. And af- 
ter his Parliament had made fo ill an Uſe of this great Power, as to involve 
the Nation in a War, they might at any Time have put an End to it upon 
the moſt advantageous Terms, if ſome had not been too much heated to 
hearken to any Accommodation; others, conſcious they had offended too 
much to be forgiven ; and laſtly, others determined to be ſatisfied with 28 
leſs than a total Change of the ancient Conſtitution, and the Introduction o 
a Common Wealth. For the King in the Times of his greateſt Succeſs, was 
always willing to put an end to the Effuſion of Blood by a Treaty, and to 
make ſuch Conceſſions as were below the Majeſty of a King, and which no- 
thing could juſtify but the Concern he had for the publick Peace and Welfare, 
to which he was always ready to ſacrifice his own molt valuable Rights. Na 
at laſt,. to put an end to the Confuſions and Calamities the Nation had fo 
long groaned under, he conſented to ſuch Terms as the Parliament itſelf 


voted to be good Grounds for a ſafe and laſting Peace; that Parliament, which 
"© | | by 
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by their unreaſonable Demands had made all former Treaties ineffectual, and 
had carried Things to that Extremity, as to make it Treaſon for any one 0 
make any farther Application to his Majeſty as King. But their Servants were 
then become their Maſters, and thoſe who were at the Head of their Armies 
were reſolved upon a Change of Government. This was the Reaſon, that 
Treaty had not its deſired Effect; not that the King was not ſincere, or did not 
yield enough ; but becauſe thoſe who had the Sword in their Hands, had taken 
their Reſolution, and would not, by any Conſiderations of Honour or Juſtice, 
be diverted from it. The King muſt be put to Death, that is, in their Lan- 
guage, have Juſtice done upon him: But before they could deſtroy him, they 
were forced to deſtroy the very Parliament that gave them the Powers they 
acted by; they ſecluded by open Violence the major Part of the Members, and 
left no Shadow of a Parliament but in a Remnant of Forty Six, who had diſ- 
ſented from the reſt in the great Vote of the King's Conceſſions being good 
Grounds for a Peace, Without this monſtrous Step they could not compaſs 
their infamous Deſign againſt the King's Life; which he ſo little thought even 
thoſe Men capable of, notwithſtanding the many Indignities put upon him, 
that he refuſed the moſt probable Methods of Eſcape, which during his Con- 
finement had been propoſed to him. Which was another plain Argument of 
his own Sincerity and Greatneſs of Mind both ; he was refolved to keep the 
Word he had given, and would hope his Enemies had too much Honour to 
break theirs, who had given repeated Aſſurances in the Face of all the World, 
of the Safety of his Perſon. _ | OY 
Laſtly, To mention no other Proofs of his Sincerity and good Intentions ta 
his People, his Trial and Death were undergone with that Chriſtian Meck- 
neſs, Patience, Reſignation and Fortitude, as are inimitable by any one who 
is not thoroughly convinc'd of the Righteouſneſs of his Cauſe, and the Up- 
rightneſs of his Heart; who takes not God for his Help, and puts his Confi- 
dence in him. Such was his Behaviour and Conſtancy in this laſt black Scene, 
that he did nothing unbecoming a good King, nothing below a great one. 
Such was the King they A z nor were his Adherents unworthy the 
teſt Prince or the beſt Cauſe. They were not only the Attendants of his 
KEW or ſuch as had a Dependence on him ; who either had received or ex- 
pected Favours from him ; they were not mercenary Creatures, who could ea- 
ſily be bribed to betray their Country, or could hope to raiſe themſelves —_ 
the Ruins of it, or would ave up the Conſtitution and the'Laws to the Will 
and Pleaſure of an abſolute f rince; they were no Friends to Popery or arbi- 
trary Power; they were the Nobility and chief Gentry of the Nation: Theſe 
were the King's Friends, who adhered to him in all his Diſtreſſes ; theſe com- 
manded his Armies, or rather compoſed them, and ſerved as private Men in 
their Perſons, while they ſupported him with their Fortunes. And many of 
them ſealed with their Blood the ' Juſtice of his. Cauſe, not only in the Field, 
but by ſuffering ſhameful and ignominious Deaths by the Sentence of mercileſs 
and cruel Men, who delighted in Blood; the nobler it was, the fweeter the 
Reyenge till at laſt they embrewed their Hands in that of — 
D 
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"Theſe were ſuch Adherents, as carry with them the greateſt Weight in 
Proof of the Goodneſs of the Cauſe they eſpouſed. They could have no In- 
tereſt ſeparate from that of their Country; they had themſelves the greateſt 
Share of Property, and conſequently the ſtrongeſt Inducement to keep from 
their Necks the heavy Yoke of arbitrary Power, to which in every Country 
the Nobility are the firſt Sacrifice. As they had the greateſt Eſtates to pre- 
ſerve to themſelves and their Poſterity, ſo it may be preſumed they had the 
beſt Education, and underſtood the Conſtitution, the Laws of their Country, 
and the Rights both of Prince and People, better than the lower Part of the 
Nation, much better than the Populace can be ſuppoſed to do, or the factious 
Leaders at the Head of them. The Nobility and principal Gentry of a Na- 
tion are certainly the fitteſt Judges of its true Intereſts, and the beſt Con- 
ſervers of its Liberties 3 and nothing but a turbulent and factious Spirit can 
tempt Men to raiſe Jealouſies and Fears againſt a Government under which 
they are caſy, or to have Recourſe to Arms, when they don't think ſuch yio- 
lent Methods neceſſary, The Body of the People may be ſure their Religion 
and Properties are both ſafe, when thoſe who are Perſons of the greateſt Ho- 
vour, and have moſt to loſe, and are beſt able to judge of publick Affairs, 
are on the Prince's Side. But this was the King's Caſe long before his Affairs 
were grown deſperate ; from whence we may certainly conclude, he was far 
_— Tg thoſe black and odious Characters with which his Enemies have 
oa m. | une 
1 might illuſtrate and confirm what has been ſaid in Vindication of the King; 
by giving you a View of thoſe who were the moſt violent againſt him; but 
I have no Inclination to enter into ſo diſagreeable a Subject; that Generation 
is long ſince paſſed, and the great Actors in that wicked Scene are gone to anſwer 
for themſelves at the Tribunal of the moſt high God. TI ſhall only ſay, that 
beſides thoſe factious and ſeditious Spirits who took Occafion from thoſe Troh« 
bles to throw things into all the Confuſion they could to ſerve their on vile 
. Ends, there were many full of viſionary Schemes of a perfect Government, 
ö and poſſeſſed with Republican Notions to a Degree of Enthuſiaſm. Theſe 
Men were reſolved on a Change of Government at any Rate, and, in order td t 
it, to deſtroy the King. This was well known in thoſe Times, and is deliver- 
ed down to us in their own Books, which makes the Truth of it undeniable. 
They confeſs they were not ſo much againſt the Monarch as the Monarchy 
it was not againſt Charles they had fought, but the King; and that if they 
muſt have a King, they might as well have kept him they had. This was the 
Senſe not only of many, but of the chief of them .: Others indeed were far 
enough from ſuch Principles ; they diſliked nothing in Kingly Power but that 
it was not in their own Hands, and meant nothing by putting the King and 
his Friends out, but to thruſt themſelves in. This was. the Caſe of the inſo- 
lent Uſurper, who after all his pretended Zeal for Liberty, was not content 
with the Power of a King, unleſs he had the Name too; and never could 
forgive his moſt intimate Aſſociates becauſe they would not come into it. oe 
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both Sorts of Men ſhew'd ſufficiently how unfic they were to oppoſe a King 
for aiming at an arbitrary Government; never Men practiſed themſelves 
what they pretended to condemn in him, in ſo barefaced and impudent a 
Manner. There was ſo much Injuſtice, Violence, and Oppreſſion; fo much 
Arbitrarineſs and Cruelty in their Proceedings, accompanied with the vileſt 
Hypocriſy and Falſhood, as is not to be parallePd in Hiſtory among any 
Sett of Men pretending to Juſtice and Equity, and to preſerve Liberty and 
Property, together with Piety and pure Religion. Their Inhumanity in 
War, therr illegal Proceedings upon Tryals, their 2 down the Houſe of 
Lords, „ and turning out great Numbers of the Commons, cheir 
garblin 2 the Army, their Breach of Faith to the King ſo often given, and 
their 1 


Proſtitution of Religion to cover all theſe Iniquities, are ſuch 
Evidences of the Spirit they acted with, as plainly ſhew it was not the Cauſe of 
Godthey were engaged in, or that an ill Cauſe they were againſt. 

I need not ſay after this, that thoſe who were ſuch Enemies to the State were 
no Friends to the Church. The Church was always true to the King, and they 
had little E of fucceeding in their Deſigns againſt him as long as that ſtood; | 
and therefore their main Strength was in the firſt Place levelled againſt that 
Part of the Conſtitution. And had: not the King been reſolute in the De- 
fence of it, thro? a hearty Concern ſor the Honour of God, and the Preſerva- 
tion of true Religion, as well as chro a prudent Foreſight of what was meant 
by the furious Zeal that appeared againſt it, he might „ a diſ- 
honourable and inſecureone; hen he would. Would he have. facrificed his 
Conſcience to his preſent Intereſt and Neceſſities, and been willing his Throne 
ſhould have ſtood on the Ruins of the Church, his Murderers would have been 
content, for ſome Time at leaſt, to have held their Hands, and to have de- 
ſtroyed the Monarchy by flower Degrees 2 but deſtroyed ſooner : or later it 
would have been; had the Principles of thaſe Men'prevailed ; and fo it always 
will be. Our Government is ſo conſtituted, that the — of one Part will 
moſt oertainly draw that of the other aſter it. The ault of the King 
Was, that he: loved the Churth 3 andche Church mutt | be ruined, becauſe ic 


will not deſert the King. 
rind a Ferber Reforgation.; „Prela- 


The Pretence indeed was pen Regis 
ey and Popery were rung in the Ears of the People without craſing; till they 
were worked up to an — Degree of Infatuation and; Enthuſiaſm, for 
"which they were not a little diſpoſed by the Ferment that had been long work- 
ing. The indiſcreet Zeal of the Friends of the Church, and the Severity with 
Which they preſſed a Compliance in Thing; indifferent, or of ſmall Conſe- 
2 upon Perſons of different Perſuaſionz, whaſe Averſion to a Compli- 

ance id im F ion to the Zeal with which: it was preſſed, prepared 
che the Full for that unhappy Fire which then broke out with fn much Fury. 
The warm Heads of the lower People were full of Reformation, they thought 
every 5 in Church ne an r of ckeln I 
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16 The Biſhop of Chicheſter's Sermon 
chey could bear nothing that had any Reſemblance to what was practiſed in the 
Church of Rome; every thing they did not like was Popery, and Popery was 
Antichriſt, and that ſanctified all the Vows that could be made for its De- 
ſtruction; it was the Cauſe of God. And cunning Men knew how to make 
their Advantage of this Madneſs of the Populace, to effect the Subverſion of 
an Eſtabliſhment, which they knew the Crown would always find true to it, and 
zealous in its Defence; which made it neceſſary for them to deſtroy it, ſince, 
while this Obſtacle was in their Way, they could not eaſily deſtroy the King. 

They ſucceeded in both theſe Attempts, but ſoon found had little 
Reaſon to rejoyce in their Succeſs. As their Crime in putting the King to 
Death was without Example, ſo were the horrible Confuſions, which both in 
the Nature of things, and by the juſt Judgment of God followed upon it in a 
Courſe of many Years, till the Government and Church they had deſtroyed 
were by a wonderful Providence both reſtored. This makes it highly reaſo- 
nable we ſhould, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, expreſs our Deteſtation and Ab- ' 
horrence of ſo execrable an Action, and deprecate the Divine v e, that 
God would not viſit upon us this great Iniquity of our Forefathers, and thoſe other 
national Sins which provoked God to give them up to ſuch ſtrong Deluſions, 

But it will be ſaid, What is this to us? Why ſhould we obſerve a Day of 
Faſting and Humiliation for a Fact committed above Fourſcore Years ago, 
and which no body now alive could poſſibly be any Way concerned in ? I an- 
ſwer, That the Judgments of God for great Sins may hang over a Nation for 
many Generations; and therefore it may be ſtill our Concern to deprecate the 
Wrath of God for ſo heinous a Pollution of the Land. But there are other 
Reaſons for ſuch Commemorations ; Men may be guilty now as truly as their 
Forefathers were then; they may conſent ex poſt facto, and approve a Crime 
-when it is done, and by that Means make themſelves as guilty in the _— of 
God, as if themſelves had had a Hand in it, or had actually been conſenting 
to it. But further, ſuch Solemnities are of great Uſe to keep up by this Means 
a Senſe of Duty to God and the King, and to excite in the People a juſt Ab- 
horrence of ſuch great and flagrant Sins. And I wiſh I could not ſay, there 
is in the preſent Age but too much Cauſe to think this neceffary z for tho' the 
Men are gone who — this horrid Fact, the Spirit ſtill remains. We 
ſee all Places filled with looſe Books which tend to nothing but to deſtroy all 
Principles, and ſet Men free from all Government; and thoſe who can't write 
yet think their Tongues their own, and take an unbounded Liberty in ſpeaking 
Evil of thoſe whom God has ſet over them. Republican Principles are as in- 
duſtriouſly propagated now as they were then, tho“ perhaps more covertly, 
and to the ſame Ends: *Tis to introduce a Change of Government, and in 
order to that to weaken it, by weakning firſt the Influences of Religion, and 
introducing Infidelity ; which Attempts come chiefly from the Republican 
Quarter now, as they did then. 35 21 Thes 


* Many of the Republicans began to profeſs Deiſm : And almoſt all of them were for de 
ing all Clergy-men, and for breaking every thing that looked like the Union of a National Church, 
r 


They were for pulling down the Churches, for diſcharging the Tithes, and for leaving Religion 
— they ir, without either Encouragement 2 — Hiſt. p. 67. 
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Theſe were the Beginnings of the late Troubles, which ended in the Ruin 
both of Church and State; and a juſt Fear leſt the ſame evil Seeds ſnould grow 
up to the ſame prodigious Wickedneſs, and effect again the ſame Miſchiefs, abun- 
dantly juſtifies the Conduct of our Governors in cauſing this Day to be ſtill 
duly and ſolemnly obſerved. ä 
. *Tis not indeed ſo eaſy now for the diſaſſected to play over the ſame Game 
with the ſame Succeſs. The Monarchy is now ſo limited and bounded by 
Laws, that it is not in the Power, no more than it is in the Will, of the Prince 
now upon the Throne, to give the ſame Provocations that were given then; 
by which the Crown, however weakened in Appearance, 1s in Reality more 
firmly eſtabliſhed : And thoſe who are given 1% Change cannot have the ſame 
Opportunities to create Jealouſies and Miſunderſtandings now they had be- 
fore. Nor have the Enemies of our Church the fame Pretences for raiſing 
Clamours againſt it, as they had in thoſe unhappy Days. They have not 
indeed now the ſame Matter to work _ that wild Spirit of Enthuſiaſm 
is long ſince laid, and *tis not, I am perſuaded, in the Power of Man to raiſe 
the ſame again; and conſequently there is not the ſame Scope for Hypocriſy and 
a pretended Zeal for a more pure _—_ to exert itſelf with the like Hopes 
of Succeſs. Bur if there were, thoſe Handles for Clamour are now removed ; 
the unhappy Diſputes about ſome Church-Matters of little Moment, which 

were then carried ſo high on one Side, and were ſo warmly oppoſed on the 

other, diſturb not the preſent Times; and the Indulgence granted by Law 

to ſcrupulous Conſciences has taken away all vexatious Proſecutions for Non- 

conformity, and no Room is left to complain of Perſecution. So thar, 

were we to judge of the Safety of our Religion and Government from the 

Want of Handles given to diſturb them, we ſhould be in no Apprehenſion of 
r to either from what turbulent and factious Men can do. 

And yet ſuch Men we daily ſee inceſſantly at Work; they take Handles 
where none are given, and the Nation never was ſo peſter'd with Libels 
againſt.both the Eftabliſhed Religion and Eſtabliſhed Government, as it is 
at preſent; which, where it will end, I dread to think. Whatever Good 
ſome Men may think there is in this Licentiouſneſs, ſure I am there is great 
Evil in it; and ſo have all Governments, and the freeſt States, ever thought 


in all Times. *Tis what, in my 1 no Government, be it ever 


ſo wiſely conſtituted, or ever ſo well adminiſtred, can long ſubſiſt under. 
Every Government, in a certain Number of Years, is by one Incident or 
other diſtreſſed in its Affairs: When ſuch a Juncture finds a People greatly di- 
vided among themſelves, and alienated in their Affections by perpetual Libels 
from one another, and from their Governors; what can that Government do 
in its own Defence, or the Defence of the Nation, againſt a Foreign Enemy, 
much more againſt a Pretender to the Crown, when its trueſt Strength is 


gone, the Affections of the People, : 3 a hearty Union among 8 
or 


18 The Biſhop of Chicheſter's Sermon 
For we can't but obſerve, that under a Republican Spirit there lurks one 
very different, The Men who are ſo loud for Liberty upon the Republican 
Scheme are joined by a Party of Men who mean nothing tefs than what in 
Appearance they are fo zealous for. They act by Direction from another 
Quarter, and to ſerve another Cauſe; tis for that they endeavour to weaker 
the King at Home, and to expoſe him Abroad; ?tis to bring in a Power de- 
ſtructive of the Religion and Liberty of their Country, that they eſpouſe ſo 
warmly the Cauſe of Liberty, and join with Men of quite different Prin- 
ciples : Which makes it more than ordinarily neceſſary in theſe Times for the 
Friends of the Government to be vigilant, and take Care that they be not 
deluded into a Security that may prove fatal to them. I wiſh thoſe whom it 
more properly concerns would lay this to Heart, and provide ſome Remedy 
for ſo great an Evil before it be too late, | 

In mean Time, let all who are well affected to our Conſtitution in 
Church and State, and who have a juſt Abhorrence of the impious Murder we 
are this day aſſembled to lament, declare openly their own Innocence, and 
that they no Way approve the Principles or Practices that led to it. Let 
us have no Communication with thoſe that are given to Change, and would 
draw us off from our Duty to God and the King. Since the Irreligion of theſe 
Times is owing to the Hypocriſy of thoſe, and the ſame factious Spirit is. 
{fill alive, and not only alive but very active, let us be careful to be up- 
on our Guard againſt it, Let us conſider well, before we begin to give into 
Meaſures againſt the Government, where it is moſt probable they will end: 
Let us remember the late Troubles were begun, and all along carried on by 
Men who had bound themſelves in the moſt folemn Manner to defend the King”s 
Perſon and Authority ; that the World might bear Witneſs with their Conſciences 
of their Loyalty, and that they had no Thoughts or Intention to diminiſb bis juſt 
Power and Greatneſs. | 

This was the Language of the Covenant; in which, among other thi 
they engaged for the Honour and Happineſs of the King*s Majeſty and his Poſte- 
rity. And at laſt, when he was delivered into their Hands by thoſe to whoſe 
Faith he had unhappily truſted himſelf, the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances were given 
for the Safety of his Perſon. Let us remember this, and in what theſe Aſſu- 
rances and Engagements ended. Let us remember, that, notwitſtanding all 
our high Notions of Liberty, we are the Servants of God, and the Subjects 
of the King; and that will teach us what Behaviour and Demeanour towards 
both beſt becomes us. Let us be ſerious and conſtant in the Duties pre- 
ſcribed by the excellent Religion we profeſs ; and readily and chearfully 
pay that Obedience to the King, which both our Religion and our Laws 
require of us. Let us preſerve inviolably a due Reverence to his 8 

ct 
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ered Perſon, and yield a willing Submiſſion to his Government, and do every 
thing in our Power, to make him as happy in his Subjects, as his Subjects are 
in him; who has no Intereſt ſeparate from that of his People, no Views but 
to promote their Welfare, no Glory but in their Proſperity. That he 
may long reign in the Hearts of an obedient People, and that the Happineſs 
we enjoy under his Government may be continued to our lateſt Poſterity by 
a Succeſſion of wiſe and virtuous Princes deſcended from him, and ruling by 
his Example over faithful and good Subjects, GOD of His infinite Mercy graut 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. To whom, &c. 
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